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HON DONALD GEORGE MAY - CONDOLENCE MOTION 
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [2.02 pm]:  I move - 

That this House records its sincere regret at the death of Hon Donald George May and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Donald George May was born on 15 February 1924 in Collie, the son of Henry Thomas May, a storeman and 
later politician, and Elizabeth Lyall Wilson.  Don was educated at Collie Primary School, Perth Boys’ School 
and Perth Technical College, where he studied industrial law.  After leaving school, Don worked for a short time 
in the Collie mines, and then as a clerk with the Western Australian Government Railways. 

Don enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force in February 1943 and, as a private in the 2/2 commando squadron, 
served in the south west Pacific, New Guinea and New Britain.  After being discharged in 1946, Don resumed 
work with the Western Australian Government Railways as a public relations officer until 1962. 

After joining the Australian Labor Party in 1941, Don was elected to this House as the member for Canning on 
31 March 1962.  He subsequently lost that seat at the state election in 1965.  Don and his father, Henry Thomas 
May, who was the member for Collie from 1947 to 1968, became the first father and son to sit together in the 
Legislative Assembly.  Don May was, in fact, the third generation of his family to be elected to this place, as his 
grandfather, Arthur Alan Wilson, also represented the people as the member for Collie from 1908 to his 
retirement in 1947. 

Following the 1965 state election loss, Don May worked with Goldsworthy Mining Ltd as an industrial and 
personnel officer, until being re-elected to this House as the member for Clontarf on 23 March 1968.  He 
remained the member for Clontarf until his retirement in February 1977.  Don served as the secretary of the 
Parliamentary Labor Party from 1969 until 1971. 

On the election of the Tonkin Labor Government in 1971, Don May became the Minister for Mines and the 
North-West from 3 March 1971 to 12 October 1971; Minister for Mines and Electricity from 12 October 1971 to 
6 July 1972; and Minister for Mines, Electricity and Fuel from 6 July 1972 to 8 April 1974.  Notably, during this 
period when Don was Minister for Mines, Electricity and Fuel, the Labor Government introduced uniform 
electricity tariffs, which were known then as the country town assistance scheme, whereby the cost of electricity 
per kilowatt was made standard across the State, irrespective of location.  The then Labor Government also made 
the decision to build additional power generating capacity at Muja in Collie.  Construction of stage C of the 
Muja power station began in April 1973. 

Following his time as a minister in the Tonkin Government, Don also served as the opposition spokesman on 
industrial development, mines, and fuel and energy from 1974 to 1976.  Don also served the Parliament as a 
member of the select committee that inquired into the Fremantle Buffalo Club (Private) Bill in 1964.  He also 
represented the Western Australian branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association at the general 
conference in Trinidad in 1969, and at the seventh Australian area conference in Canberra in 1963. 

After leaving Parliament in 1977, Don was chief industrial personnel officer with Co-operative Bulk Handling 
Ltd from 1977 to 1979; also secretary and administrator of the Royal Western Australian Bowling Association 
from 1979 to 1986; and a project officer with the Australian Bicentennial Authority.  He was also a director of 
Hill Minerals NL and a member of the Manning sub-branch of the Returned Services League.  Don was also a 
former captain-coach of the Railway Institute football team and took an active interest in junior football.  He also 
served as the president of the Manning Memorial Bowling Club, was a life member of the Perth Railway 
Institute Club, and a patron of numerous organisations. 

On behalf of all members of this House, I extend our deepest sympathy to Don May’s wife, Dawn, and his 
family. 

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [2.07 pm]:  The Liberal Opposition joins in expressing 
condolences and sympathy particularly to Don May’s wife, Dawn, and to his family, friends and colleagues.  The 
distinction of serving as a member of this Legislative Assembly at the same time as his father, and at the same 
time to have had a grandfather who served in this Parliament, is a unique record in the history of this Parliament, 
and, indeed, a unique family record in the history of government in this State. 

As the Premier said, Don May was born and educated in Collie.  He worked on the railways.  He then served 
overseas during the Second World War, as did so many of his generation, in the south west Pacific, New Guinea 
and New Britain, and was a member of the 2/2 commando squadron.  He subsequently entered Parliament in 
1962.  It was a marginal seat that he won by 183 votes for the Australian Labor Party.  It was at that time that he 
and his father sat together in this Chamber.  He lost the seat of Canning in 1965.  He was subsequently re-elected 
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in 1968.  He served as Minister for Mines, Electricity and Fuel during the Tonkin Administration.  He continued 
his parliamentary career, and he finally retired in 1977. 

As the Premier stated, after Don May left politics, he continued his working life as an industrial and personnel 
officer with Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.  However, he also continued in a wide range of community and 
sporting activities through the Royal Western Australian Bowling Association, junior football, the Returned 
Services League and the Manning Memorial Bowling Club. 

Although I did not know Don May, I am certainly aware of his record.  I am sure that a number of members of 
this Parliament knew him personally.  From his biographical details and from the comments I have heard, it is 
clear that Don May was a distinguished Western Australian.  He served this Parliament and his party well.  I 
regard him as being in the old mould of a true Labor member of Parliament.  Don May had a distinguished 
record of service in this Parliament, as a cabinet minister, and in the wider community.  I again express on behalf 
of the Parliamentary Liberal Party and its lay organisation, particularly its former members who served with Don 
May, our sincere sympathy to his family and friends on this sad occasion. 

MR TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [2.11 pm]:  I join the Premier and the Leader of the 
Opposition in this condolence motion for Don May.  I did not know Don May but, as happens in this place, I 
know many people who did know him.  On behalf of the Parliamentary National Party and the people who 
extend through the family of the National Party who did know and well respected Don May, I extend my 
condolences to his family.  I will not go through the history that the Leader of the Opposition and the Premier 
have outlined.  However, I will make the point that not many members who leave this place - maybe one will 
today - are well respected across the Chamber.  Don May was one of those people.  He had friends on both sides 
of this House and the other House.  He certainly had many friends in the National Party.  We want that to be 
recorded.  There is no question at all that his family can look back on his record and say that he was a 
parliamentarian who served the State well. 

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [2.13 pm]:  I did know Don May.  In one respect I regret to say that I knew him for 
more than 30 years.  That is not a reflection on him but only on the way that the years tick by for all of us.  I 
associate myself with the remarks made, and express my condolences to his widow Dawn and the children of his 
first marriage. 

I first knew Don May when I was a journalist in the press gallery, and as the state roundsman of the then Daily 
News.  He was a senior member of the opposition benches in 1969 or 1970.  Upon the change of government in 
1971, he was sworn in as Minister for Mines, and one or two other subsidiary portfolios.  He was viewed by a 
number in his party and outside, including people in the media, as a future leader of the Labor Party, bearing in 
mind that the era during which John Tonkin had led the party for such a long period was coming to an end.  Fate 
intervened, as it so often does in these cases, and caused a redistribution of boundaries, which effectively put an 
end to Don May’s political career as a member of this House.  The option he may have had to be re-endorsed for 
an upper House seat probably did not seem all that attractive to one who was in all respects not very far from the 
Labor leadership.   

Don May was regarded by his colleagues, certainly by those outside his party, as a moderate, decent and 
articulate man.  I certainly associate myself with the Premier’s remarks about Don May’s Labor roots and 
working-class origins.  He was something of an oddity because of the peculiar position of his sitting alongside 
his father in the House between 1962 and 1968.  His father represented the seat of Collie and Don May 
represented the seat of Clontarf.  Ironically, from my point of view, both in later life were voters in the South 
Perth electorate.  The Premier has properly made a historical connection between Don May, his father Harry and 
Harry’s, I think, father-in-law, Mr A.A. Wilson, who was a member of this House as far back as 1908.  Between 
the three of them, they occupied positions in this place for just under 40 years. 

Up to his last days, Don May was very active in the Manning community.  He was the promoter of a small 
organisation called Manning 2000.  Even at his advanced age and in not very good health, Don May decided that 
he would help celebrate the arrival of the new millennium by being at the forefront of the Manning 2000 
celebrations.  The people of Manning always had a sense of being separate from the wider South Perth 
community, and perhaps you, Mr Speaker, as an ex-Manning boy, will understand that.   

Since his death, I have been speaking to someone who probably knew Don May better than I did; he is the 
former editor of The West Australian, Don Smith.  Between us we agreed very easily on the sort of things that 
Don May exemplified.  He was a personable individual, very much a straight shooter and friendly, and one 
whose friendships extended across parliamentary and political lines.  Probably in all respects he was the 
quintessential Australian male of his day.  He was a good, decent and honest man.  Like the rest of the House, I 
join in extending condolences to Dawn and his family. 
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MR COWAN (Merredin) [2.17 pm]:  As the only member of this Parliament who was in the Chamber at the 
time Don May spent his last term of office in the Parliament, it is appropriate that I join with the Premier, the 
Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the National Party and the member for South Perth in expressing 
condolences to the May family on the loss of Don May.   

Everything that has been said about Don May today in this condolence motion is a very accurate reflection of the 
man.  He was certainly able, as a member of Parliament, at any time to engage with members in as vigorous 
debate as one would like, but at the same time he was always able to leave behind any animosity that might enter 
into a debate.  He was a good friend to many people on both sides of the Chamber.  He is particularly well 
known to me for his contribution to the parliamentary sports club while he was a member.  That is the area in 
which I probably had the greatest association with him.   

He was also a very active former member, who was one of the few who made a constant pilgrimage back to this 
august establishment to renew his friendship with a number of members in the Labor Party with whom he had 
struck up a very strong accord.  To my recollection, there was a group of six of them.  On almost every former 
members’ day, one would see those six people enjoying each other’s company and reminiscing about some of 
the occurrences in this place.  I join the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the National Party 
and the member for South Perth in extending condolences to Don May’s family.   

Question passed, members standing. 
 


